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. ..with The Villan
T I s

Once again Aston Villa proudly
carry the flag for the West
Midlands into European competi-
tion.

Our Russian visitors, Moscow
Spartak, whom we welcome to
Villa Park, number among the il-
lustrious visitors from abroad who
have graced our famous pitch.

Teams from the USSR are not,
of course, unknown here, Dynamo
Kiev having been among our op-
ponents when we won the Euro-
pean Cup two seasons ago.

However foreign clubs always
bring with them a touch of the
unknown and help to create a feel-
ing of adventure and excitement
among supporters.

Quite apart from numerous ap-

pearances in European competi-
tion over the last 10 years the
club’s policy of bringing top
foreign sides to Villa Park, for
friendlies whenever possible, has
made our supporters familiar with
some of the world’s most famous

names.
Santos of Brazil, Barcelona of
Spain, Juventus of Italy . . . these

are among the great club sides
who have played here. Also,
dating back to 1966 fans old
enough to recall will boast of hav-
ing seen the West Germany side
who subsequently lost to England
in that never-to-be-forgotten
World Cup Final.

Moscow Spartak fit comfortably
into this level of opposition as was
seen by their display against us in
the Russian capital two weeks
ago.

Although we were in the lead
2-1 and almost won the game it
was clear that the contenders for
the Soviet Championship are a
powerful side of true quality.

Our supporters unquestionably
have a treat in store tonight in

terms of a closely-fought com-
petitive match between two sides
capable of playing entertaining
and adventurous football.

Any suggestion that Villa are
the pre-match favourites can be
based only on our having home
advantage. Otherwise the two
sides are evenly matched.

Indeed many experienced
observers in Moscow expressed
the view that Spartak could be
even more formidable away than
they are at home.

Villa will carry the flag of the
West Midlands and of the nation
not only with pride but with a
determination to bring more Euro-
pean colour to the stadium in
future rounds.

It was a unique occasion two
weeks ago with the space-shot by
Satellite back to the Leisure Cen-
tre and also the beaming of the
match by the Russian authorities
to their own astronauts in outer
space.

Whatever the result tonight it is
a UEFA Cup-tie which will justify a
place in the club’s history books.

AUSTIN ROVER
|
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Tonight we welcome the players and officials of Moscow
Spartak to Villa Park for the second leg of the UEFA Cup-tie
which began well for us with a satisfactory trip to the Soviet
Union.

The hospitality, assistance and organisation of the Spartak club
was first class and we hope that they are equally happy with
their reception in Birmingham this week.

The tie is still on a knife-edge despite our fine performance in
drawing 2-2 in Moscow. We have done only half the job
because, make no mistake, Spartak are an excellent side who
can score goals away from home, as they proved against
Arsenal last season.

The result in Moscow was a good one for us, although a little
disappointing because we were leading until we lost the second
goal on a penalty thirty seconds from the end.

While we are aware of what Spartak can do, we also know that
at our best, we are more that capable of holding our own and
getting the result to take us through to the last sixteen. And if
tonight’s game is as good as the one in Moscow, the public
should be well entertained.

Obviously, we have to shake the memory of last Saturday’s
game out of our system. Arsenal brought us down to earth with
a bump and we have to go back a long way in the record books
to find the last instance of Villa conceding six goals at home.
There was nothing to leave either myself or the players with
anything to be proud of in our performance, but tonight we have
the opportunity to put things right.

Saturday was a day when so many things were wrong that it
was a job to know where to start any analysis. If any good can
come out of such a nightmare, let's hope that the players have
learned that no side is invincible and that we do not have a
divine right to win every home game.

This week, with the Spartak game and then a visit to
Manchester United, will show what sort of character we have in
our team. Having said that, 1 am certainly not taking anything
away from Arsenal for what must have been one of their best
performances for many years.

It is a tremendous achievement for a striker to score five goals
away from home, and although we were left totally disappointed
and disillusioned, we must pay tribute to Tony Woodcock for
being in the right places to accept the
chances which we allowed Arsenal to make.
The Milk Cup draw has given us another
good home tie against Manchester City next
Wednesday. Judging from our experience
against Portsmouth, it will be a difficult
match against a side from the higher
reaches of the Second Division. But we can’t
ask for more than being at home and we
have a good opportunity to reach the next
round later in the month.




® It may seem a long time ago now
but it’s well worth recalling and
savouring the return leg of the UEFA
Cup-tie against the Portuguese club
Vitoria Guimaraes.

After seemingly having left the club’s
place in the competition in jeopardy
with a rather disappointing 1-0 defeat
away from home the 5-0 second leg vic-
tory was a glorious experience.

The Birmingham Post introduced a
new name on the big-game front in the
Midlands in Derek Lawrenson who has
joined the newspaper to report golf and
soccer.

With the Post’'s No. 1 soccer man
Ian Willars off sick Lawrenson took
over to write: ‘Aston Villa's version of
the quick-step — the Morley-Withe
one-two — swept them safely into the
next round at vibrant Villa Park.’

He also put forward an interesting
version of the Portuguese theory on
defensive play having earlier spoke of
Withe’s ‘marvellous hat-trick”
‘tormentor supreme Morley’ . . . and
the ‘deft skills of Walters’.

He added: ‘Realising the vast gulf in
skill between the sides Guimaraes
hacked and kicked their way back into
the match as if to prove to any doub-
ting onlooker that the neighbouring
Spaniards had not taken out a patent
on the method.

‘The Portuguese version runs roughly
like this: if you are naturally gifted like
Walters or Morley, you are warned first
with a tap on the ankles. Anyone who
has the temerity to continue entertain-
ing the crowd then has the full works

. namely six studs on the calf.”

Sounds more painful than a sting
from a ‘Portuguese Man O’ War’! If it
really was dangerous as that for Villa
as they achieved their memorable
scoreline then all the more credit for
earning their trip to Russia in such em-
phatic style.

One aspect of a sports writer’s life
which the readers can be expected to
understand is the difficulties experienc-

ed in telephoning reports back from
far-flung corners of the soccer world.

The Eastern Bloc countries always
present worrying problems and it is a
great tribute to the Press corps that
detailed reports are on their breakfast
tables the following morning.

All sorts of telephone problems were
encountered in Moscow but they did
not prevent the exciting news being
relayed.

‘MAGIC MARK’ enthused the Daily
Mirror headline on Dave Horridge’s
report. Dave, of course, helped the
Radio WM commentary from the
Dynamo Stadium, too.

Hugh Jamieson in the Sun wrote:
‘England Under-21 newcomer Mark
Walters kept Villa firmly on course with
one of the most dazzling goals seen in
Europe this season.’

‘It’s Vintage Vifla’ was the banner-
line on Ray Matts’ report in the Daily
Mail. ‘A display of cool containment
crippled Spartak in this second round tie
and paved the way for Villa’s ultimate
success in the return in a fortnight.”

Hope, you're right, Ray.

‘Their 2-2 draw was reminiscent of
the finest nights in winning the Euro-
pean Cup’ wrote Leon Hickman in the
Birmingham Post.

On the question of Walters, who
displayed so much skill and maturity,
Hickman added: ‘Walters, too,
displayed exceptional talents and the
Spartak reaction to his flights of fan-
tastic control/ was to knock him down at
the first opportunity.”’

The actual match in Moscow was not
the only event to be reported. Another
huge success surrounding that match
was the Satellite version in Aston.

John Pearson in the Sunday Mercury
claimed that commercial manager
Tony Stephens deserved a medal for
bravery for putting the event on with
all its inherent problems. “/t deserved
to be a success. And success it was.”

All in all not a bad night for Aston
Villa!

Wednesday 19th October

® Moscow Spartak 2 Aston
Villa 2 in magnificent display.
Superb goals by Colin Gibson
and Mark Walters, but late
penalty prevents outright win.
Nearly three thousand fans see
history making live showing by
Satellite at Leisure Centre.

Thursday 20th October

® Manager Tony Barton praises
Villa’s young lions after their
mature displays against Blues
last Saturday and in Russia.
Back home, Gordon Cowans
revealed to be making
encouraging recovery from his
broken leg.

Friday 21st October

® Side which drew in Moscow
retained for Sunday’s match at
Molineux. Gary Shaw has
stitches removed following
cartilage operation and progress
looks encouraging.

Sunday 23rd October

® Wolves 1 Aston Villa 1. Peter
Withe scores in second League
game to be screened live on a
Sunday. Gate of 13,202
disappointing.




Division One
Arsenal
Birmingham
Blackburn R
Bolton W
Burnley

Bury

Cardiff C
Everton
Huddersfield
Leeds Utd
Liverpool
Manchester C
Newcastle U
Nottingham F
Notts Co
Preston NE
Sheffield U
Sunderland
Tottenham H
WBA

West Ham Utd
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League appearances:

Dorrell 41, Walker 35, Spiers 34,
Kirton 33, York 30, Smart 28,
Johnstone 24, Milne 22, Bowen
22, Mort 19, Moss 18, G.
Blackburn 17, Capewell 17,
Muldoon 17, C. Harris 15, G.
Stephenson 13, Talbot 13, Eccles
10, Surtees 9, Jackson 8, Varco 8,
Dinsdale 5, W. Harris 4, Campbell
3, Jakeman 3, Jones 3, Phoenix 3,
Armfield 2, Corbett 2, McClure 2,
Clarke 1, Dennington 1. Total:
462 apps — 32 players.

League scorars:

Walker 18, Dorrell 8, Capeweli 6,
Kirton 6, Stephenson 6, York 6,
Moss 2, Phoenix 2, Varco 2,
Blackburn 1, Surtees 1. Total: 58.

During this season Villa used eight
different centre-forwards,
including Dickie York, and still
failed to produce the goods,
finishing in 15th position with this
record:

P WD L F APts
Home 21 10 7 4 34 25 27
Away 21 3 6 12 24 46 12
Total 42 13 13 16 58 71 39

Huddersfield (58 pts) won the title
— the second leg of their ‘hat-
trick’.

TOMMY SMART

F‘R THE

Division One H A

Arsenal 30 0-2
Birmingham 33 1-2
Blackburn R 1-2. 13
Bolton W 2-2 341

Burnley 10-0 3-2
Bury 1-1 32
Cardiff C 0-2 0-2
Everton 3 1

Huddersfield 30 15
Leeds Utd 31 22
Leicester C 22 21

Liverpool 3-0 1-3
Manchester C 31 24
Manchester U 22 03
Newcastle U 2-2 22
Notts Co 2-1 01

Sheffield U 22 14
Sunderland 42 23
Tottenham H 3-0 22
WBA 2-1 141

West Ham Utd 20 25

League appearances:

York 40, Mort 38, Dorrell 38,
Walker 36, Capewell 34,
Johnstone 34, Moss 31, Smart 29,
G. Stephenson 25, Milne 24,
Spiers 24, Kirton 20, Jackson 18,
Muldcon 14, Talbot 14, Bowen
12, Norris 6, C. Harris 4, Armfield
3, G. Blackburn 3, Corbett 3,
Chester 3, Dinsdale 3, W. Harris 2,
Jones 2, Jakeman 1. Total: 462 -
apps — 26 players.

League scorers:

Capewell 32, Walker 21, York 19,
Dorrell 5, Stephenson 3, Norris 2,
Chester 1, Milne 1, Mort 1, Smart
1. Total: 86.

The first season of the new off-
side law saw Villa score 86 goals
and of those 10 against Burnley,
Capewell hit five and Walker
three, In the home game with
Blues, Villa let slip a 3-0 lead
which they held with just 11
minutes left for play.
This record gave Villa sixth spot in
the First Division:

P W DL F APts
Home 2t 12 7 2 56 256 31
Away 21 4 5 12 30 51 13
Total 42 16 12 14 86 76 44

Division One H A

Arsenal 2-3 1-2
Birmingham 4-2 21

Blackburn R 4-3 20
Bolton W 34 20
Burnley 1-1 36
Bury 1-2 10
Cardiff C 0-0 32
Derby Co 31 32
Everton 53 22
Huddersfield 30 00
Leeds Utd 5-1 13
Leicester C 20 1-5
Liverpool 1-1 1-2
Manchester U 20 1-2
Newcastle U 1-2 04
Sheffield U 4-0 1-3
Sheffield W 2-2 13
Sunderland 3aiti 121
Tottenham H 23 1-0
WBA 20 26
West Ham Utd 1-581-5

League appearances:

York 42, Dorrell 38, Jackson 38,
G. Stephenson 36, Milne 35, Moss
35, Walker 33, Bowen 31, Smart
30, Kingdon 26, Mort 23,
Capewell 21, Johnstone 16, Cook
13, Harrig 13, Kirton 8, Talbot 6,
Chester 4, Norris 3, Johnson 2,
Muldoon 2, Spiers 2, Armfield 1,
Corbett 1, Gibson 1, Jakeman 1,
Nicholson 1. Total: 462 apps —
27 players.

League scorers:

Capewell 16, Walker 16,
Stephenson 13, York 12, Cook 9,
Dorrell 7, Harris 4, Kingdon 2,
Kirton 1, Johnstone 1. Total: 81.

Not'a good season for Villa who
struggled for long periods and in
the end had to be content with
10th position in the table with this
record:

P W D L F APt
Home 21 11 4 6 51 34 26
Away 21 7 3 11 30 48 17
Total 42 18 7 17 81 83 43

Three teams did the ‘double’ over
Villa this term including
Champions Newcastle and West
Ham who won both encounters
by a 5-1 margin — a quite
remarkable feat.

Division One H A

Arsenal 22 30
Birmingham -1 11

Blackburn R 20 10
Bolton W 22 13
Burnley 3-1 24
Bury 1-0 0-0
Cardiff C 31 12
Derby Co 0-1 0-5
Everton 23 23
Huddersfield 3-0 1-1

Leicester C 0-3 0-3
Liverpool 34 0-0
Manchester U 31 15
Middlesbrough 5-1 0-0
Newcastle U 3-0 57
Portsmouth 7-2 18
Sheffield U 1-0 3-0
Sheffield W 54 0-2
Sunderland 4-2 32
Tottenham H 1-2 1-2
West Ham Utd 1-0 22

League appearances:

Walker 40, Milne 37, Smart 36,
Dorrell 36, Cook 35, Bowen 32,
Kingdon 31, Beresford 30, York
28, Gibson 24, Olney 20, Jackson
17, Moss 17, Mort 14, Waring 12,
Chester 11, Yates 11, Capewell 6,
Tuliy 6, Tate 4, Armfield 3,
Brittleton 2, Hickman 2, Johnson
2, G. Stephenson 2, Talbot 2,
Goddard 1, Harris 1. Total: 462
apps — 28 players.

League scorers:

Cook 23, Beresford 10, Walker 10,
Dorrell 9, Waring 7, Smart 4, York
4, Capewell 4, Chester 3, Armfield
2, Gibson 1, opponent 1. Total:
78.

Villa took eighth position in the
League this term with this playing
record:

P WD L F APs
Home 21 13 3 5 52 30 29
Away 21 4 6 11 26 43 14
Total 42 17 9 16 78 73 43

That defeat at Newcastle saw Villa
score three times in the last 10
minutes when Jimmy Gibson took
over in goal — and the action was
played in a blinding snowstorm.

TOMMY MORT

VILLA’S LEAGUE RECORD - COMPILED BY TONY MATTHEWS







Action from Villa’s emphatic win
over Guimaraes at Villa Park.

1.

10.

Peter Withe opens the scoring
and levels the aggregate score.

Withe again — this time a
header to put Villa 2-0 up.

Another header. Brendan
Ormsby makes it 3-0.

Colin Gibson gets in on the
act with goal number four.

Peter Withe completes his hat-
trick and the 5-0 seoreline.

Congratulations for Withe
from Colin Gibson.

Tony Morley shows concern for
the Guimaraes defender.

Alan Curbishley receiving the
‘dead-leg’ treatment.

Peter never pushed him — he
just felll

The Villa scoreboard
proclaims Withe’s hat-trick.




The last time Villa went to
the Soviet Union, for a Euro-
pean Cup quarter-final
against Dynamo Kiev, Bren-
dan Ormsby was back at
Bodymoor Heath training
with the Reserve squad.

The European stage seem-
ed a long way off at that low
point in his career. Ken
McNaught had returned after
injury and Brendan was in the
shadows despite playing so
well in the previous round in
Berlin.

Now the soccer wheel of for-
tune has turned the full circle
and theformer England Youth
captain, who was 23 a month
ago, is relishing his first ex-
tended opportunity in the
senior side.

‘I feel a lot easier in myself
now that I'm part of the
set-up’, he says. ‘When we
won the European Cup, I
wasn’t involved at all at the
end, but I've never forgotten

'WHEEL TURNS
FULL CIRCLE
FOR BRENDAN

how we won against Dynamo
Berlin earlier that season.

‘Most of the lads reckon it
was one of our best European
performances. I kept thinking
of it while we were playing the
game in Moscow. It was a
similar performance and we
would have won again but for
that last-minute penalty.’

It's history now that Bren-
dan was ruled to have tripped
full-back Vadim Sochnov. But
the memory still hurts. ‘Tt puta
sour note onthe whole trip,” he
says. ‘If it had been a straight-
forward penalty, I wouldn’t
have argued. I might have
touched him, but it certainly
wasn’t intentional.’

Brendan was given a mark-
ing role in Moscow, picking up
the deep-lying striker, Yuri
Gavrilov. ‘He’s a very good
player, but we did our defen-
sive job quite well,” he says.
“The main thing now is to work
just as hard in the second leg.’

In a Different League.

- Executive Used Cars

1982 Y Rover 3.5SE Manual 14,000 miles
1982 X Rover Vanden Plas Automatic 16,000 miles

1983 Y Jaguar XJS 9,000 miles only £16,999 ig%%g :1?1‘;? Wit Rl Aukamaye sl mom
1983 Y Jaguar 4.2 Automatic 6,000 miles only FaPR:i il N 1081 X Rover 2.65 Automatic 8,000 miles on
1981 X Jaguar 4.2 Automatic 26,000 miles \VElid | 1981 X Rover 2.6 Manual 18,000 miles \ £5.799
1981 W Jaguar 4.2 Rutomatic 34,000 miles only 9 & 30] 1982 ¥ Rover 2000 14500 miles m
1981 W Daimler 4.2 Rutomatic 1981 W R 2.6S Aut . ;

Air Conditioning 14,000 miles m over omatic 39,000 miles £4,999

1981/2 Range Rovers Choice of four 2 and
4 doots from

£9.950

1983 Y Opel Senator 2.5E 9,000 miles

Al of the above distinctive cars have sutpassed ourfastidious checkfor quality and reliability and, must be
the best examples currently onoffer TestDrives by appointment welcomed.

THE DIFFERENCE IS. . .

Gauntlet Supreme Warranty.

H.P. or Lease. Part Exchanges.

Warwick Rd. 1-37 Sutton Rd. .

COlliers ACOCKS GREEN ERDINGTON

USED CAR CENTRES

021-706 8271 021-382 5000
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SURPRISE FOR LES

Les Limbrick, a lifelong Villa fan
from Churchdown, near Gloucester,
has just enjoyed the best surprises
of his life.

First, his daughter, who lives in
Weston-super-Mare, called to say that
she had booked him on what he calls
‘my trip of a lifetime’ to the Soviet
Union.

Next, Les was getting ready for the
holiday when he realised that his stay
in Moscow would coincide with Villa’s
date against Spartak.

Like a true Claret and Blue loyalist,
he popped his Villa scarf into his lug-
gage. ‘Just in case,” he smiled.

The next surprise for Les was to find
that he was booked into the same
hotel as the Villa team. Well, that was
too good an opportunity to miss! And
when the Press contingent heard of
Les’s story, a quick call to secretary
Steve Stride put the wheels in motion.

He found a match ticket for our
unexpected 76-year-old fan and ar-
ranged a VIP ride ta the Stadinm in the
coach carrying Press and Supporters.

‘Everyone has been marvellous to
me,” he said later. ‘The match was
very good and the result even better.
And I'll be back home in time to see
the second leg!

VILLA

v
SPARTAK

CLAUDE NINE

‘The whole game in Russia
was so fast, through standing
near the half-way line, he got

his neck in a twist!’
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PROGRAMMES

Two programmes that caused a
lot of interest among collectors
were the official match
programme brought back from
Russia by players and
supporters and the ‘satellite’
edition of the ‘Villa News &
Record’, produced for the
transmission at the Villa
Leisure Centre. The four-page
satellite publication was well
received and there are still
some available and on sale
tonight, price 20p.

ASTON VILL

NEWS & RECORD — SPECIAL SATELLITE EDITION — PRICE 20p

186

FIRST
MOSCOW
SPARTAR

VERSUS
ASTON VILIA
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BY OUR MAN
IN MOSCOW
n MIKE BEDDOW

If you were to look out of the front windows of The Kremlin, you would
see the Union Jack.

The British Embassy is on one bank of the River Moscow and directly opposite
is the seat of the Soviet Government. ‘Eyeball to eyeballl’ as our guide
suggested.

The meeting of East and West was just one of the sights we saw during our
stay in a fascinating and eye-catching city.

Above all, though, is our memory of our treatment by the Soviet people.
Spartak were excellent hosts. Our hotel was bright and modern. Training
facilities were first class. And the Moscovite football supporters were polite and
knowledgeable.

We trust that we left a similarly favourable impression. Not least in satisfying
the countless requests for badges and souvenirs.

Few countries show as much enthusiasm for football as the Soviet Union, yet
we were surprised to learn that attendances for League matches are
comparatively low.

Malcolm Beard, our Chief Scout, reported that only 10,000 people were in the
Lenin Stadium when he saw Spartak playing against Dzalgiris Vilnius. The
following day, the Dynamo Stadium attracted only 8,000 spectators for
Dynamo against the League champions, Dynamo Minsk.

But when it came to international competition, there was a 50,000 sell-out for
our match which was switched from Spartak’s home ground to the smaller but
well appointed (and superbly illuminated) Dynamo Stadium.

Malcolm Beard, incidentally, was on the first flight made by British Airways to
Moscow after the industrial dispute. And his homeward journey was unusual,
to say the least. He was one of only two passengers!

It was because of possible complications that we switched the team’s flight to
Japan Airlines. For many of the players, it was a reminder of last
year’s long trip to Tokyo for the World Championship. Once again,
we received first class treatment on a JAL Boeing 747.

The return flight was slightly more prolonged because JAL’s Jumbo
terminated at Paris. We stopped over for two hours at Charles de
Gaulle Airport before British Airways whizzed us into London on a
35 minute journey on a TriStar jet.

In all, it took 13 hours from the hotel in Moscow to our cars parked
at Villa Park. Red Square seemed a long way behind us in the early
hours of Friday morning. But, tired as we were, there was a vote of
thanks to the team for making our trip so memorable.

P.S. The British Embassy in Moscow echoes those sentiments.
No fewer than 60 members of the Embassy staff shared our
excitement by watching the 2-2 draw in the Dynamo Stadium.

® Our main back-drop picture shows Moscow’s
famous Red Square. The other pictures (in
descending order) show how the Villa team looks
in Russian . . . Peter Withe delighting Russian
fans with his customery after match presentation
of his sweat bands . . . Manager Tony Barton
being interviewed after the match by a member
of the Russian Press.
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“We need to be at our best to
finish the job” says Allan

Allan Evans went on record that he would be bitterly disap-

pointed if Villa didn’t win by three clear goals in the last home

UEFA Cup-tie against Vitoria Guimaraes.

That was when we were one down from the first leg. Tonight
villa are better off in starting level with Moscow Spartak — but
there are no promises of a comfortable win this time.

“The result out there may have given the public the impression
that the tie is almost over, Allan warned. ‘We know better than
that. The slightest sign of complacency — and we will lose.

“We always knew we were a much better side than Guimaraes,
but this is a completely different type of game tonight.

‘The pitch in Moscow probably didn’t help them. There were
times when they were seiiing up a shot from the 18-yard line and
the ball bobbled up. They will be hitting those shots on a better

pitch at Villa Park.
‘Technically, they are a very good side, and we know that we
b. With a couple of exceptions,

need to be at our best to finish the jo
we have been quite sound defensively at Villa Park and we have to

be confident because of our home record.’
Allan has no doubts that the 2-2 draw in Moscow ranked

alongside Villa’s best performances in Europe. ‘We were delighted
with the way we played, particularly after our experience in Por-
tugal, he said. “That match left a few questions and I feel we
answered them in Moscow.
“The will to win was strong and the co-operation between the
players was outstanding in terms of helping each other out.
Everyone did his job well, and having set up things defensively, we
went on from there in the second-half.

“The first goal was typical of the way Colin Gibson has been get-
ting forward this season. Again, he popped up when we needed a
goal and that is always good for a full-back. 1, for one, believe he
can't be ignored for much longer as far as internationals are con-
cerned.

“The second goal from Mark W
it’s sufficient to say that we coul

alters was quite brilliant. Perhaps
d talk all day about that one!’

® Pictured below is Allan Fvans making the customary exchange of
pennants with the Russian captain, goalkeeper Renat Dasajev.

SUPPORT
OF VILLA

William Johnson, MBE, has
been a Villa fan for 60 years
!)ut we don’t suppose he eve’r
imagined that his support
fO{ the club would lead to
this photograph in the
K_remlin Gardens!
\1131,”' as he prﬁfers to be called
as among the 22 su 1
on the official trip to I[\)/lpoosrcts:‘:
one of the few major cities he'
h?d not previously visited in
‘hlS travels around the world
The attraction of Moscow ar.Id
th.e friendship I found on other
trips with Villa made up my
mind,’ he said. ‘I wasn’t let
down. We had a wonderful
reception and I'm pleased ['ve
been to Moscow.’
Bill,b\;vh;‘) ran a long-
established family firm o
and Stheel Merchgnts, is (f)lléon
enough — ‘say 'm comi
my 80th birthday!” he Lp's
stlxggestel(i(— to remember
players like Fra
l?i]ly e et nk Barson and
‘I enjoyed the early days best,’
he says. ‘The players zere 1snt,
their knee-length shorts and
our season ticket was in the
glql;m:]oden stand until they
R‘::adt. e new stand in Trinity
‘The modern team is very
good, too, and they seem to
excel themselves in these
Europgan games. I've watched
them in Turkey and Spain, and
now Russia, and I don’t think
I've seen them lose.
Bl“‘, who lived for 14 years in
Majorca before returning to his
present home in Streetly, was
a keen sportsman himself. He
competed in no fewer than 16
Monte Carlo Rallies and
before the last war, he u;as a
motor cycle trials rider.




;R?l]“ RUSSIA WITH LOVE!
atalie is a young Muscovit
4 e and A
Cl(l)ngrave is a Villa fan who pols u “::
: our European trips. Football h
rought them together, proving that
people are always above politics.

The clock turned back nearly 30 that is still true. Thereis no fuss and
years for Bill Shorthouse whenhe they don’t shake hands after a
joined the fans watching the Spartak goal.’
match onthe satellitetelevisionllnk. Wolves paid a return visit to
villa’'s Reserve coach played Spartak in 1955. What Bill recalls
against Spartak during the days most is the travelling. ‘We flew to
when Wolves pioneered the Flood- Copenhagen and then on to ﬂ
Jit Spectaculars at Molineux in the Helsinki, where we stopped over- t
1950s. night and trained the next day in the |

He was at left-back in an all.star  national stadium,” he says. ‘Then
Waolves team, including Bert we carried on to Moscow inanold |
Williams, Billy Wright and Johnny plane, a bit like a Dakota. We must
Hancocks, in a 4-0 victory over have spent a good day and a halif
Spartak in November 1954. getting there.’

Bill remembers the occasion well. Moscow, incidentally, was not
‘Spartak had seven internationals, new territory for Villa. We played
including Netto, the Russian cap- two matches in the Lenin Stadium
tain,” he says. ‘The thing that struck in May 1961, losing 2-0 to Moscow
me then is that Russian sides are Dynamo but winning 1-0 against a
very disciplined. And judging from Combined Soviet X1 with a goal by
the TV pictures a fortnight ago, Jimmy MacEwan. ‘
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HOCOLATE
SUGAR PUFFS - Cu:gh treats to make the

[ i i don'tl":tl:re &r;i(:he has come up with
vious
youngsters en
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a“’(l)':\‘:aebig rugged smkgr hta:;
ict him bes
meal which suits o 7
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o When . ector Norman Hawiin’ o
com't‘;\er:)c:;‘hd::ec\:o;ars of ‘Dairy Milk’ he was only
o i ro-
JoN e Vi t off for MoscoWw, with all the ‘:fx;d 3ere
p Vl“?l siﬂghe made sure that the skip

blems ahead, s .
“}ell stocked with his faw:ume v?ri;ty o "
4 .
Cadbury's were happy to suPP v and to fee afte

i art in that
rds that their wares had played a tiny P
wa

magnificent performaice . what the heck he likes

‘Dai 4 an ea 1 i
e ?a“; xnt‘\‘e "S:e;s on scoring! Otherwise we
. as lon

.kl.’IOCk his block off - .

found that the pre-match
a bar or two of chocolate
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Ll COLIN’S ON TARGET
Colin Gibson sets himself a target of five goals
for each season. And with only a quarter of the
current campaign gone, he has scored four.

‘1 haven’t reached my target in the last two
seasons, but I've got to be hopeful of making it this
time,” he says. ‘And if I could get one or two more
— well, that would be a great bonus.’

The flying full-back seems to be making a habit
of notching important goals in Cup-ties this term.
In fact, he scored in three consecutive Cup rounds
— the home win against Vitoria Guimaraes, then
at Portsmouth in the Milk Cup and finally in
Moscow against Spartak.

‘For importance, the one in Russia rates as the
best,” he says. ‘It's always nice to score a vital goal,
but I don’t honestly think it was one of my better
finishes.

‘It was a good work-up along the left, and when I
went to hit my shot, I did it right by keeping my
head down. But I was a bit lucky in that the
goalkeeper was moving towards his far post and
my shot sliced inside the near upright.’

The goal that Colin liked best from a professional
point of view was the one against Vitoria
Guimaraes. ‘The main reason is that the whole
move was quite clinical,” he explains. ‘Everyone in-
volved did everything just right, and when I found
myself clear, I put the shot where | wanted and in it
went.’

Colin, of course, was disappointed to miss last
Saturday’s game against Arsenal because of
suspension, although he was relieved that it wasn’t
for two matches.

The FA ban put a little cloud over what has been
an excellent season for Colin so far. ‘The trouble
with going out of the side is that you always worry
that you might not get back,” he says. ‘I'd like to \ )
think that I would come back against Spartak, and

» 1 - " Colin Gibson ‘surfaces’ with Steve McMahon
I've had my fingers crossed since the weekend. in the Dynamo Stadium, Moscow.




Mention of being with Villa in Moscow guaranteed a
talking point with footba]] People in the last fort-
night. And there are ng awards for guessing the syh-
Ject. It wag THE goal!

Managers and players everywhere gaye an ecstatic

reception to Mark Walters for piece of magic which

‘1 scored in the first two games this season, but thep the
goals stopped. So I was just pleased to get off the mark
again,’ he explained,

What were his thoughts when that super shuffle —
already a Walters’ trademark — left hig marker for dead
on the corner of the Penalty area?

Some-one else,” he savs. ‘Then [ [ooked at the position |
was in and thought it would Eze best to get going and try
shot.

‘Another defender started €oming towards me, but | got
half-a-yard on him, Al | concentrated on then was trying
to place my shot.’

The result wag a goal which is syre to be preserved op
video by €Very manager in the country, And Mark has his
own record thanks to his mother taping it before he got
back from the Soviet Unjon,

England Under-21 manager Dave Sexton is among the

30 minutes for the England Under-21 side in Hungary, q;
Was a tough trip,” he says. ‘The accommodation wag bad,
but it was worth it to come home with cap.’

e
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— feeling the cold weather.
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T‘hUe Viila l;enéh in the Dynamo Stadium



® MOSCOW SPARTAK may have
won the Soviet League title only
once in the last 14 years, but they
remain one of the most famous of
clubs.

Their history includes 10 Champion-
ships (one fewer than record-holders
Moscow Dynamo) and nine Cup Final
victories — itself a record.

Yet they have yet to make their
mark in European competition, even
though this is their 10th appearance,
this season. To date their top perfor-
mance remains reaching the Cham-
pions’ Cup quarter-finals in 1981,
when they lost 0-0, 0-2 to Real Madrid.

Spartak suffered then as every East
European club suffers — from the
havoc wrought by the hard eastern
European winter.

Because the Soviet season usually
begins in March, runs through the
summer and ends in November, the
clubs are usually ill-prepared for the
European quarter-finals, which come
around every March, at the start of
their season.

Spartak’s last appearance in
Europe, last season, brought them a
stunning result against English opposi-
tion. In the first round of the UEFA
Cup they beat Arsenal only 3-2 in the
Olympic Stadium in Moscow . . . then
stormed to a 5-2 success at Highbury.

After beating Haarlem of Holland in
the second round, however, they fell
2-0 on aggregate to Spain’s Valencia
in the third round — played after the
Soviet season had finished, and when
the Spartak players were leg-weary.

Spartak gained fame in England
from being one of Wolves’ opponents in
that memorable series of floodlit
friendlies in the mid-1950s. But in fact
their connection with English football
goes back much further.

Like Arsenal they established
themselves as one of the leading
domestic powers in the 1930s — winn-
ing the League and Cup double in 1938
and 1939 — and, like Arsenal in
England they were the first Soviet side
to copy Herbert Chapman’s stopper
centre-half tactics.

Since the war Spartak have includ-
ed many of the Soviet Union’s finest
players. Igor Netto, a left-half of power
and skill, inspired the Soviets’ Olym-

pics victory in Melbourne in 1956; and
Nikita Simonyan was for years the
Soviet League’s all-time record top-
scorer with 179 goals.

Spartak were formed in 1922 but
took their present name only in 1936.
They are backed by a large trades
union and include among their players
men who will later take up posts as
teachers, hospital staff and civil ser-
vants.

The club is also a multi-sports
organisation, with sections formed in
many cities across the length and
breadth of the Soviet Union. Basket-
ball and chess are just two of the most
popular of the ‘other’ sports controlled
by the Spartak organisation.

Important home matches are played
in the 102,000-capacity (all-seater)
Lenin Stadium, which was re-named
the Olympic Stadium after the 1980
Games in Moscow.

For all but the biggest matches,
however, sections of the stadium are
cordoned off to help maintain crowd
control. That can have its disadvan-
tages.

Unofficial reports leaking out of
Moscow a year ago said that 70 fans
had been killed and more than 150
hurt in a crowd disaster after the
Spartak-Haarlem UEFA Cup-tie. If the
fans had been spread more thinly
round the ground, the fatal crush
would never have taken place . . .

Spartak were relegated for the first
time in their history in 1976. But they
quickly recovered and now count some
of the finest players in Soviet soccer
among their stars — including current
Footballer of the Year Renat Dassayev
in goal.

The credit for masterminding the
revival is virtually all due to the
manager, 62-year-old Konstantin
Beskov.

He has been a busy man over the
last few years for he held on to his job
with Spartak while simultaneously
guiding the Soviet Union’s 1982 World
Cup campaign. (They were eliminated
in the second round in Spain.)

Beskov earned his original fame as a
member of the Moscow Dynamo team
who made such an impression in Bri-
tain on their famous visit immediately
after the last war.

“After retiring with a domestic career
record of 127 League and Cup goals —
placing him 13th in the overall Soviet
scoring charts — Beskov turned to
coaching with great success. In the
early 1960s he was first appointed na-
tional manager, and was in charge of
the team beaten just 2-1 by hosts
Spain in the Final of the 1964 Euroc-
pean Nations’ Championship.

Even though Beskov had originally
been a Dynamo player, old loyalties
meant for nothing when Spartak need-
ed a new manager in the mid-1970s.
Spartak had just been relegated for the
first time ever and it was felt that only
Beskov had the necessary experience
— and respect — to re-organise them
and turn them round quickly.

In his first season they won promo-
tion and, in 1978, then won the League
Championship. The following spring
they were even into the quarter-finals
of the Champions’ Cup — a revival
which earned Beskov the national
team recall.

Working in close harmony with Kiev
coach Valeri Lobanovsky (now na-
tional boss himself) and Tbilisi’s Nodar
Akhalkatsi, Beskov produced one of
the finest Soviet sides for a long time.
But in Spain that promise melted
away.

Later it was alleged that Beskov had
too many aides, all trying to impose
their own ideas. He was, however, the
man who carried the can. That may
have been a relief. Fired as national
boss he could safely return to his work
at Spartak.

Beskov is a very democratic man.
One novel touch he has brought to
team management consists of fre-
quently asking his players each to
write down the line-up they would
choose.

Whether he takes any notice is
another matter!

THE PLAYERS

RENAT DASSAYEV. Goalkeeper. Ag-
ed 26/36 caps. Born at Astrakhan on
13th July 1957. 6ft lin and 11st 9lb.
Nicknamed the ‘New Lev Yashin’ and
one of the finest goalkeepers in the
world. Kept goal for the Soviet team
who finished third in the 1980 Moscow
Olympics and was then voted 1980
Footballer of the Year. With only two
goals conceded he was top goalkeeper
in the European qualifiers for the 1982
World Cup, and went on to enhance
his reputation in the Finals in Spain.
Made his senior international debut in
a 1-0 win over East Germany in
September 1979. Dassayev, who
began as a centre-forward, was hand-
ed a three-match ban during the sum-
mer for forgetting to turn up at the sup-
porters’ presentation ceremony! ls the
current Footballer of the Year.
ALEXANDER MIKHAILICHEV. Goal-
keeper. Aged 18 — promoted this
season from the Spartak Youth sec-
tion.

GENNADI TSVETKOV. Goalkeeper.



Aged 21. Promoted to first Reserve
after the transfer last winter of Aleksei
Prudnikov.

ALEXANDER MIRZOYAN. Defender.
Aged 32/1 cap. Veteran of the side,
born in Armenia, but a one-club man
with Spartak. A steady defender and a
star performer from the penalty spot.
GENNADY MOROZOV. Defender.
Aged 21. A Spartak Youth product
who forced his way into the first team
18 months ago. A reliable defender
who is very good in the air and uses his
ability to go forward for set pieces and
corners.

OLEG ROMANTSEV. Full-back. Aged
29/12 caps. A member of the Soviet
1982 World Cup squad, though he
didn’t play in Spain. In fact the last
time he appeared in the national team
was in a 1-1 draw with Argentina in
Mar del Plata, in December 1980. A
member of the Soviet squad who
finished third in the Moscow Olympics
earlier that year. Has qualified as a
lecturer in physical education.
VADIM SOCHNOV. Defender. Aged
28. A former striker who was con-
verted to right-back with great success
by manager Konstantin Beskov. Still
remembers enough about the attack-
ing game, however, to provide some
dangerous crosses for his forwards.
ALEXANDER KAIMOV. Defender.
Aged 19.

VLADIMIR KOROLEV. Defender. Ag-
ed 18. Youth product.

EDUARD MILESHKIN. Defender. Ag-
ed 23. Outstanding in the first round,
second leg against HJK in Helsinki.
SERGEI TISHIN. Defender. Aged 20.
SERGEI SHULIGIN. Defender. Aged
20.

EDGAR GESS. Midfield. Aged 29/1
cap. Came to Moscow from the little-
known republic of Tadzhik and is
another teacher off the pitch. Began
as an orthodox outside-right but has
moved back in the past year following
a clear-out of a lot of older players. A
member of the Soviet squad who
finished third in the 1980 Olympics.
BORIS POZDNYAKOV. Mid-
field/Central defence. Aged 21. Gain-
ed his original opportunity earlier in
1982 when Spartak’'s World Cup
hopefuls were frequently away on duty
with the national squad. His play has
matured quickly, for he was at first
heavily criticised for trying to dribble
past one player too many.

FYODOR CHERENKOV. Midfield/at-
tack. Born 3rd May 1959. Aged 24/17
caps. Stands 5ft 8%2in and weights
11st 5lb. Cherenkov was a member of
the third-placed Soviet team at the
Moscow Olympics, having been given
his chance by Konstantin Beskov, his
club boss. Cherenkov made his senior
debut in the 1-0 defeat by Greece in the

European Championship in
September 1979 — the defeat which
eliminated the Soviets. Cherenkov
gained revenge however by scoring
one of the goals with which the Soviet
Union beat Greece in a friendly in
March 1982. Surprisingly omitted
from the 1982 World Cup squad, but
he has been a regular since then, play-
ing in the recent 2-0 win over Poland
which virtually assured the Soviet
Union a place in the European Cham-
pionship Finals next year.

EDUARD KUZNETSOV. Midfield.
Aged 22.

VALERI GLADILIN. Midfield. Aged
32. Scored a vital goal when he grabb-
ed the second in Spartak’s 2-0 win over
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